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Latch pub 50, 5 the Jame 4uther, 


I. A SERMON, preached at Sunderland, for the woe of 


the Charity-School, December 16th, 179. 9 


u. A SERMON, preached at Knareſbrough, f Jor the Benefit 


of the Sunday- Schools, „ i / 21.5 


u. A SERMON, preached at the Viſitation holden at Skipton, 


May; 2th; 90 IO) 40 Gig G 


r 


IV. A SERMON, preached at I” Viſication of the Right 


Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, holden at Bo- 
roughbridge, September 2d, 1794 in which is impar. 


tially conſidered, how far METHOD ISM conduces to 


the Intereſts. of Chriſtianity, and the Welfare of Sbciex, 
Publiſhed by. his LoRDsHIP's Command. 


y. A SERMON, preached at Knatbrough, before the nd 


| Knareſbrough Volunteer Foreſters, October 12th, 1794. ; 
Dedicated, by Permiſſion, to Taz RAT Hbnovrapre 
LoRD LOVIN LoxDp Hicn CHanceiion or 
OT; BarTary. - 475745 pp I. 
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CE To THE Ma or JUDAH, AND ro THE INHABITANTS or JERUSALEM, 
"SAYIN NG, | THE LORD ; | BEHOLD-1 FRAME EVIL AGAINST © , 
4 e YOU; RETURN YE NOW 
Bl ONE FROM HIS EVIL WAY, AND MAKE YOUR | T7 
ways AND YOUR DOINGS - 1 6a 


* * 


* = . K $4; 
4 , 8 5 * d 2 ; t * 
. ; 2 
N * = = 
” OM * þ 258 
15 - * 7 . ; 7 , 4 7 0 FF * * q ; Mz 3; $ N * 4 f % * Po * 5 F 
"Y 8 5 1 7 9 : F 7 : F : f l I, * 7 | n "4 7 


| 7 HE |; piety of out bi religious ala: phrkctobs Shel hath 


again called upon us individually and collectively to 


abe in the preſence of Almighty God, to © acknowledge 


ze and bewail our manifold ſins and wickedneſs;” to implore the 
forgiveneſs of our aggravated offences; and to beſeech Him, in 
whoſe hands alone is the power of life and death, to repent 


40 of che evil”. that our provocations may have. compelled him 
to do unto . a dutiful compliance with this religious | 


command, . we turn unto the Lord in weeping, faſting, and 
F IE TE wh ef 

A day ff caribou) fun a 805 for apart for the expreſs 
r of confeſſing and lamenting our ſins, naturally produces 
in a ſerious mind, many melancholy reflections. The deſign 
of this day's appointment is, to beg the protection of the Al- 
mighty ee againſt the declared enemies to all Chriſtian Kings, 
18 W 4 and States.” *. The menace e of the ſubverſion pf our 


1 + * See Form of Prayer for 1794- N 
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Church a. 0 onſtitution, 5 lei e and s widely 4 
ſpread—becauſe under their ſhadow we derive conſolation to our 

hearts, and protection to our perfons—may have concurred with 
many other juſtifiable cauſes to impel this kin gdom to Hrounter | 
the dangers, and hazard the difficult les of war, N to > preſerve | 


the profeſſion of chriſtianity, and to wa ot; rg hos 69... of 
ov e,, ME, 


That the over-ruling Providence of God may continue to v 


thets mercies, by which, a8 2 nation, we have been hitherto = 
pre-eminently diſtinguiſhed; we ate this day, wich r . | 


and contrite hearts, afſembled i 155 bl ee 


wi even. to the. fe 1 Wong as. well a to the vanquiſhed, is 
always an extenſive and a grievous calamity. I will not excite 
your ſenſibility by a recital. of its various and affecting evils 
Iwill not deſcribe to you the anzious parent antigipating the 
loſs of a beloved child, the ſolace of his cares; the ſympathetic 
grief of ſons and daughters, foreboding the death of an affectionate 
father, the ſource the only ſource, it may be—of, their ſubſiſtence. 
1 will not alarm your appfehenſions Y repreſenting} the una- 
voidable interruption to our commerce, by which ſome ocupa- 
tions are materially” affected, though juſtice requires me to 
declare, that it is by no means fo great as is often with malicious 
induſtry, and too often with miſchievous effect, repreſented. 1 
will not ſhock your imaginations by leading you to the ſeat of 
war, where we ſhould behold authorized violence, licentious 
rapine, and wanton laughter; the agonies of plundered familie 
the maſſacres of ancient and venerable cities, the confuſion of 
deſolated provinces, and the devaſtation of & a fruitful land made 
6 harren,“ I would rather hope through the mercileſs ravages of 
"OF aſſailants; than for. 15 the wickedheds of” them that dwell | 
F e therein.“ 


tn) 


ce therein.“ * will not wound your piety by ſetting before your. 
eyes the numbers who are hurried. out of this world. into another, 
depraved in heart, and profligate in manners, without a ſenſe of 
_ God, and Religion, and Futurity on their minds. Such 1 is the 
evil, complex in its nature, and tremendous. in its conſequences, 
which, if God hath not appointed, he hath for our fins, permitted 
ei to be framed againſt us. Let us return then every one from 
60 Hy evil WA: and make our; ways and our ah 0 1 


1 3 
1 3 4 


mr We of the Goſpel of en we > eftren. it not our 
indiſpenſable duty whatever the tongue of reproach, may have 
uttered againſt us to join: indiſcriminately in the clamorous cry 
of peace, peace; dictated, it might ſeem, by miſtaken humanity, 
narrow policy, factious oppoſition, or ſordid intereſt; ſince we are 
informed by thoſe on whom alone we can depend for juſt informa- 
tion, men who indeed are calumniated, but for no other reaſon 
than chat their ſtations provoke envy—men whoſe talents are above 
the reach of impoſition, and whoſe integrity defies ſoſpicion that 
an honourable and a permanent peace cannot, in the preſent ) junc- 

ture of affairs, be made. Inauſpicious as the war has in ſome 
eventful circumſtances been in its progreſs, through the diſpirited 


ſupineneſs perhaps of ſome of our allies, and the unfaithfulneſs 
of others, yet, may we not truſt, under the determined reſolution 


ipal exertions, to what, in our national boaſt, 


of confining the princ 


and that aſſuredly not inglorious, we emphatically call our own 


mt, it may be, under Providence, ane ſucceſsful in its iſſue? 


Still, * the battle is not ours, but God's. To the God of Peace 


therefore we addreſs our prayers, that, if we muſt ſtill contend, 
He will grant us "the victory; or rather that he would—to pre- 
vent the farther, Tab 6 5 
be at 2A 6 ie „ 
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byman blood—diſpoſe o our enemies to 
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But whilſt we deprecate the evils of foreign war, we are not to 
forget that we have been threatened with a ſtill greater calamity. 
An artful and a traiterous plan was in agitation to deſtroy our happy 
Conſtitutionꝰ in Church and State, but by the vigilance of thoſe wiſe 
and able men to whom the Government of the country is com- 
mitted, the ſcheme was diſcovered before it was ripe for execution. 
Abundant pains have been taken to perſuade us that a Conſpiracy 
exiſted only in the imaginations of thoſe who were haunted with 
fear, and terrified with alarm. On the moſt concluſive evidence 
however we may aſſert, that —although through the tender ſpirit : 
of our laws, the Conſpirators might not be convicted -a con- 
ſpiracy did exiſt; and how far it might, had it not been fruſtrated, 
have involved the ſeveral branches of the I. giſlature, t 4 
with every reſpeclable order of the community, is known to Hitt 
alone, who ſees events in their cauſes, _ * who abhors both the 
« blood-thirſty and the deceitful man.“ Or that ſyſtem of go- 
vernment which originates in uſurpation, wn whichof conſequence | 
indulges the malignity of enraged paſſions—paſſions aw les 

| jealouſy, and cheriſhed by fear=a nei 19 kined; 
f ae 40 


Ir is, 1 troſt; enge to anne n nvariabl 
eminent for loyalty to their Sovereign, to co-operate With the Ma- 


giſtracy of the Realm, in ſuppreſſing all treaſonable attempts, all 
ara og ITN why woe, ed wee e re bereave 


| 1; . 


"8 1/2108. e ee 
* & 5 Conflitution? 0 one of the miſt ane of & Seiter we We 2 | 
„ affembla ge of laws, inſtitutions, and cuſtoms, derived from certain fixed Principles 
1 of reaſon, directed to certain fixed objects of public good, that compoſe the general 
* ſyſtem, according to: which the Community hath apreet to be governed. By 
Government, we mean that particular tenor of conduct, which a Chief Magiſtrate, 
1 and inferior Magiſtrates, under his direction and influence, hold in the i 
4 Fration of public affairs,” Cs Lerd AA abc 7 W on Parties." 
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LES) 
us of the "comforts ve now poſſeſs, and the bleſſings we now 
enjoy. Sopineneſs would be approbation—Connivance would be 
guilt, © Our ruin might, before we are aware of it, be completed; 
_ our property transferred, and our lives endangered. Our Conſti- 
| tution, the work of ages, the boaſt of our own country, and the 
admiration” of all others, might; in an inſtant, be annihilated, 
A ſpark, iſſuing from glowing embers, will enkindle the devour: 
ing flame, which; before it can be extinguiſhed, rages throughout 
the Whole edifice, and leaves only a ghaſtly ſkeleton. of disfigured, 
walls,” a remaining evidence of nnen bn neee a lago 
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th 1 The ige of war is eben; Shi Weiten n may, ae * 
be diſeovered; Sedition may, by timely exertions, be ſuppreſſed. 
To overthrow the Church, to diſſolve the Monarchy, to overawe 
the Senate, with ſuch intention call it by what name you pleaſe 
was our ruin planned: Our ſouls are impreſſed with the moſt de - 
vout thankſgivings unto Thee, O Lord, that it failed in the exe- 
cution! Let us therefore, every one, [ſenſible of the danger. 
from which we have been delivered, return "_ his Mil Wal, | 
"6 wa mcd em vgs good.” 5 


het 


What Fe Ds is Go" — ( 05 n of FF 
; 1 in order to entitle us to. © a good hope” in the 
merey and protection of Fronidenecr, a very ſuperficial obſer- 
vation upon the conduct and manners of mankind will in- 
forin us. As the Prophet Mary was directed to ſpeak 
ee to the men of | Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
ſo may the Miniſters. of the Goſpel addreſs themſelves to 
their reſpective congregations, 4 ſaying, Thus faith the' Lord, . 
e Return ye now every one from his evil way, and make 
« * your ws 1 5 5 Acne good. Let the Fele the ny | 
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ol the Lord, from the moſt exalted: rank;-+0the-moſt ſubor- 
dinate ſtation, remember the declared end of their ordination, to 
convert men een the error of their ways, and to ſave ſouls 
« from death.“ Let us all, in our ſeyeral departments, take 
a fair and eee view of our mini y, and impartially 
queſtion ourſelves of our utility to the community at large, by + 
the influence of our example, and to due ſeveral congregations in 
particular, by the ſoundneſs: of our doctrine, and the ardour of 
our zeal. As “ preachers of righteouſneſs,” let us faiclyaſk our · 
ſelves, whether ax v, in conſequence of our mĩniſtry, have been per- 
ſuaded vITALLY and” SUBSTANTIALLY; to embrace; Chriſtianity ? 
If upon a review we find our hearers devoid of that knowledge 
«which would make them wiſe unto- ſalvation”. reformation; I 


do not mean in conduct, but in vigilance, will begins where, in 


h caſe, it ought to begin, at the hoe: of Gd. 


May we all 


K ad Nel that our duty is not Caltbfolly diſchatged, until our 
_ rbhgregations are by our labou 


bours encreaſed, the altars of our 
ſeveral Churches crowded, the principles of our hearers improved, 
and their mörals reclaimed! | In this way let us convince the 
world that w Vare not, as we are ſlanderouſly reported of, the 
burthens, but the bulwarks of the community“. Let thoſe of 


the Laity, who. are in an elevated ſphere, whether diſtinguiſhed by 


the ſplendour of hereditary poſſeſſions, or the comforts of acquired. 
Wal, ferfoully interrogate themſelves, whether their conduct is 
ſuch, as in eee Gl odgkt to be; for ſuch env liable bleſfings ? Do 
they paſs the Lord's day in a regular attendante en public worſhip, 
and requif e of their fervants and dependents the Tame. religious 
homage to. e the Giver of every gobil gift PL Or rather, d not tob 
many, ioſtead of an. _bnifortmly F obfetvante of the divine 


Ae e the Sunday, 14 | , Trnightfay, in deſiance 
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„* ee an e Charge by the < Mi biber of London, delivered. to his. 


* bets _ Clergy 1 in 1794- 


n 
of God's ſtrict injunction, to ſchemes of pleaſure, or purſuits of gain? 
if they have no engagement to lead them to the profanation of 
the Sabbath, do they not ſet apart the morning, either to the 
alljuſting their accounts, or with ſtill greater indecency, to the 
public contempt: of God's worſhip, by ſpending that part of the 
day, in which many millions of people in almoſt every region 
* of the earth are engaged 1 in proſtrating themſelyes before the 
Throne of Grace,” in nothing elſe but to tell or to hear ſome 
new thing? Is not the evening ſervice almoſt entirely neglected, 
as unneceſſary and ſuperfluous ? Inſtead of impreſſing their own 
hearts with religious ſentiments, and extending the influence of 
their example to their children, to their ſervants, to their neigh- 
bours, to the poor; do not many in that holy afternoon claim a 
preſcriptive right to perſonal indulgence ; often, I may ſay, gene- 
rally appropriated above all other days in the week, to luxurious 
living, and intemperate gratifications? thus wantonly abuſing 
thoſe mercies with which God hath bleſſed them, at the very 
hour he is inviting them to “ worſhip Him with holy wor- 
1 5 8 5 Fo Don! not ann a na claſſes, of the cena ſeem 


; * it a moſt 3 Grey Sermon by 185 Ld Biſhop of London, on hs Sab 
bath—Would to God it were engraven on the heart of every Chriſtian ! 2 > 


| "+ The accompliſhed Author I have juſt quoted, bas expreſſed with lo Such | 
© feeling the advantages of a good example i in the higher claſſes of the community, 
that, however familiar may be the writings of this diſtinguiſhed Prelate to my 
readers, every one will, I am ſure, think my mens e and my Page 
I e by the following quotation. _ 
„ But though every one may thus make his light Gino mat uſefully before men, 
,n 1 the higher chis light is placed, the wider will be its ſphere, and the more 
« extenſive its influence. They therefore who by their birth, their ſtation, their 
66 power, their wealth, their profeſſion, their abilities, are ſet, as it were, upon 


an eminence, and held up to the obſervation. of the world, are more eſpecially | 


« bound to take heed unto their ways, fince the good or the harm they may do 
by their e is 98 R 4s "oy my e 88 che lower orders 
wb „ 


do krect, as it were, 1 independent of God, and*intrenchs 


[ EY ) 


ing themſelves under the feeble protection of entails, and the 


uncertain: ſecurity of ſettlements, do they not, tacitly at leaſt, 


hold this impoſing language; ec ſhall never be removed d 1 
ſo let them learn from the convulſions of a neighbouring king - 


dom, how inſecure are all human poſſeſſions; and that, n te the 
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh, but in vain.” + May 


They entitle themſelves to 0. neter ben a mn, portment. 
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eren Irreligion pervades all orders and degrees of men. 
The ſame profanatioa of the Lord's- day - the ſame diſregard of 


public worſhip the ſame inattention to religious exerciſes, are 
obſervable throughout every deſeription of people. When 


te Sacrament of the Lord's · Supper is adminiſtered; almoſt 4 li 


„with one conſent hegin to make excuſe.” Men tottering 
under the weight of infirmity and years, who can ſcarce be ſup- 
paſed to “ taſte what they eat, and what they drink, live in an 
habitual contempt of that divine command which their Re- 


deemer, the very night before he expiated their ſins by his death 


upon the croſs, ſo ſolemnly N this doi in remembrance 


ts * of KOI TO i 408250 0 ONION „ There 


10 0 men F ds EY 1 caſt wad Mok of ter! lives Side hin abovs 


„ them. The manners of the people, therefore, are to a great degtee in the 
* hands of their ſuperiors, and may be moulded by them into whatever form they 
= pleaſe, What a noble opportunity of doing good, does this afford to thoſe” 


480 uperiors! An opportunity which to every man of benevolence, of public | 


_ «« ſpirit, nay even of any honeſt ambition, muſt be ſuch a temptation to right 


„ conduct, as one would think it impoſſible to withſtand. What a fair and obs. 


„ vious path to reputation and applauſe is here marked out to the upper part of 
„ the world! How eaſy is it for them to merit, and to obtain, a place amongſt 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed friends and benefaQors of mankind, merely by living a, 


« they ought ;\ by being at eminently good, as they are eminently real. — See the 


whale of the l 1 Sermon in * 2d. 
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There are other religious duties which it is equally incumbent 


on the Clergy to enforce; and on all to fulfil ; but which, it is to. g 


be feared, are equally contemned. Are thoſe men who abſent 
themſelves from an uniform attendance on the Church, and a 


worthy celebration. of the Sacrament, punctual in the obſervance 


of , FAMILY WORSHIP? Do. they, every, night before they retire to 
reſt, aſſemble their houſchold “ meekly kneeling | on their 
te knees,” wo beg the protection of Him who alone can defend 

them from all the perils and dangers of the night; from light- 
ce ning and tempeſt, from murder, and from ſudden death?“ 
Beſides the neglect of domeſtic devotion, we cannot but appre- 
hend that men feel equally indiſpoſed to the duty of private 
. prayer. Do they retire to their cloſet, and <« ſhutring their door, 
2 pray to their Father who ſeeth in ſecret . In an age which 


| boaſts of its progreſs in civilization, and its attainments in te- 


finement, both family and private prayer are conſidered” by the 
man of gaiety as an inſupportable interruption to his pleaſures : 
he diſputes with his Creator the neceſſity of his own injunctions: 
and he conſoles himſelf with the teflection, that PRAYER to do 
Was intended only for the employment of the idle, a devotion 


of the credulous, or the 1 * the deſ ſponding. 


" There i is one e thing mote which I cannot omit; the little altes 


tlon which, in a N ſenſe, | is 1 7 to the riſing RI : 


ER is 80 Perz eg faſhion of the age, that children who are 


above the lower ſphere of life, are not perhaps neglected in the 
. improvement of their mind, and the cultivation of their manners. 
Perſonal addreſs, and mental accompliſhments, to pleaſe by the 
arts of inſinuation, and to make their way by the force of talents, 


ſeem to be the ſolicitude every parent feels for his child. But to 


bring him N in the true e ous fear of God, to teach him to 
conduct 
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fortify his virtue with a knowledge of the evidences of Tt, are 
ſeldom, I fear, among his leſſons of instruction. The very ſmall 


proportion of young "people who attend public worſhip, and re- 
ceive the holy Sacrament, awakens, in every reflefting mind, ver 


« * 1 
cobduck himſelf with ied as a citizen of 4 ehriſtian com- 
munity, to inform his mind with the ſpirit of rhe goſpel, and o 


r 
8 


awful apprehenſions. The command of parents cannot on this 
point be impoſed with. authority, the injun&ion of maſters cannot 


be preſſed. with earneſtneſs ; where yep is the wonder that the 


grey hairs ol, ſo many fathers are, by the vicious 'cohdutt of their 


| wxTAuchT? " offspring, er brought down with ſorrow to the 
4 grave? We are emulous to impreſs upon our children ac 


compliſhments which attract admiration, and qualities which 
extort applauſe; but we feel, alas! 4 11 in hen, 


them how to live, and how to diet a a "ab . 
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From the 4 of theſe eeotlal, Om chriſtian ati comes * 


tþ at deluge of wickedneſs which overflows the land, And until 


men are brought back to the regular, and conſcientious diſcharge 


of them, we cannot with confidence hope in the Ptotection of 
Jenovan to © ſave us from our enemies, and to put them to con- 
fuſion that hate us. Return ye then,” if ye would propitiate 
the mercy, and avert the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, r 
one from his evil way, and make your ways, and your doings 


e good,“ Leet a devout atrendance on the Church, and a ſolemn 


5 celebration of the Sacrament, accompanied with daily prayer, 


both in. your family and your cloſet, be the foundation of amend- 


ment, and there will ariſe a goodly ſuperſtructure, an aſſemblag e 


of every civil, ol every. focial, every moral, and every chriſtian 
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#* c The fear of the Lord is the beginning of vildo 
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Be it then, my brethren, the united reſolution of us all ſe - 
tiouſly to review our lives; and intereſt will unqueſtionably preſcribe, 
and duty enforce an immediate amendment. Let us not content 
coürſelves with a mere attendance on the ſervice of the Church, 
and with repeating the prayers of humiliation and contrition ap- 
pointed for the occaſion ; but let our Chriſtian principles impel 
us to fulfil the duties of our Chriſtian calling. Let us with all 
the powers of our mind, and all the affeQtions of our ſoul, enter 
Into the deſign of our gracious Sovereign, in leading us to re- 
5 pentance, and exhorting 1 us to amendment; we may then, with- 
out the imputation of preſumption, hope, that the bleſſings of 
Heaven will not be withholden from this our land. Ten righte- 
ous men might have ſaved a City. God grant that the righte- | 

ouſneſs of this congregation may be fignally inſtrumental in 
 faving/this Kingdom! God grant, that, to the loyalty of our 
principles, and the attachment to our King, we may all add the 
moſt unequivocal mark of love to our country, genuine virtue, 
and ſolid piety ! in which we comprehend our ſupplications for 
- its welfare, and our prayers for its proſperity. God grant that 
. devotions which are this day offered, may be accepted, and 
that the petitions this day made, may be granted, that 


: we, and * our children's children” to the lateſt poſterity, 


ce may ſee our country in proſperity all their lives long! May 
7 peace be within her walls, and plenteouſneſs within her pa- 


. laces! Becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God,“ may we 


all with heart and hand unite © to do her good! And may 
« they,” and they the moſt abundantly, 135 proſper that love 


de her Pe: Every hearer will, I truſt, | Join with. me in deyoutly 
| ſaying, AMEN, AMEN 6 | 
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